Application No.: 09/736,953 


2 


Docket No.: 03343/0001047-USO 


AMENDMENTS TO THE SPECIFICATION 

Please amend paragraph 13, page 5, lines 2-20 of the specification as follows: 

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, during the course of processing of an application at a client 
10, the need arises to eveke invoke a specific object 20 remotely located at the server 12. The IOR 
( int e rc e ptabl e interoperable object reference) 16 associated with the targeted object is pushed to the 
ORB (object request broker) 18. The IOR contains information 32 about the type of object being 
referenced and one or more profiles 34. Each profile r e pr e s e nt represents a protocol, i.e., a way to 
contact another computer, typically a server. HOP and TCP are typical protocols. For secure 
communication IIOP/SSL is a typical protocol. A profile may contain one or more components. 
Components are typically communication processes that perform on top of or in conjunction with a 
protocol. For example, where communication must pass a proxy such as a firewall, the proxy server 
is indicated as a component of the profile, and the specified protocol, e.g. HOP, will operate under 
or using the gatekeeper. Another example is where the communication must be secure, SSL may be 
indicated as a component to be used with a protocol e.g. TCP. The term protocol is used broadly so 
as to include components such as a proxy server and SSL as well as independent protocols such as 
TCP and IIOP. At the client there are protocol modules 22 each containing the instructions (i.e. 
code) for operating a particular protocol to establish communication between the two computers 
(e.g., client and server). Furthermore, each protocol module has an associated bidder 24, containing 
logic for generating a bid according to the IOR 16, the setting of the configuration 26, user 
preferences 38 and target object constraints 36. Target object constraints are name value pairs, for 
example, "always secure, true" is an example of a typical target constraint. 

Please amend paragraph 16, page 6, lines 9-15 of the specification as follows: 

If the user wants to specify that certain protocol be used under certain circumstances, the 
user sets the configuration 26 at the client. The configuration includes properties that relate to the 
use of the protocols. The user specifies how the protocols should be used by setting these properties 
in the configuration. For example, if the user want wants to specify that all communications must be 
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transmitted over a secure protocol, the user sets the always_secure property. Another property, 
called always_proxy, indicates that all communications must pass through the gateway. 
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